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Working with the tension between contextsς found and 
fictional, often my responses are reactionary and play 
with metaphors and irony. I probe materials and visuals 
to reveal inherent contradictions within the mundane, 
using artistic gestures that are craft-based, processual, 
and observational. A lot of my work is engaged in 
playing with the mute yet evocative qualities of objects 
and material which I find resonating with puppetry.

As an artist, puppeteer, educator, illustrator, my 
practice is situated at the intersection between the 
illustrative and the painterly, the generic and the 
subjective, guided by retrospection and spontaneous 
making. Addressing the absurdity linked with the often 
overlooked, I curate fragmented narratives through 
immersive installations, moving images, books, 
drawings amongst others. 



Isolate Tesselate Desolate

Interactive Shadow puppet slide, Overhead 
projector,instruction.2025

The viewer is invited to play with this handmade slide on the 
overhead projector by arranging the slide autonomously or by 
following instructions: to divide the crowd horizontally, drop the 
lower crowd, and then let the top crowd occupy the screen. 
Regardless of their actions, the continuity of the pattern and the 
use of black and white reflects on the recurrence and irrationality 
of discriminatory behaviour. Acts like playing with the crowd, 
rearranging or magnifying it reflect on the absurdity of othering 
and dominating over fellow human beings.







The creation Loop: Self portraits 
Guoache on Acid free 300 gsm paper
5.8 x 8.3 inches |set of 4
2025

These allegorical self-portraits engage with the escapism 
and inner conflict that arises from thinking about making 
art while the world is in turmoil. Repetitive experiences of 
ignorance, dissociation, disbelief, and inspiration make up 
for the creation loop. The title ΨLƴŎǊŜŘǳƭƛǘȅ of !ƴƪƛǘΩ borrows 
the title from /ŀǊŀǾŀƎƎƛƻΩǎ Incredulity of Saint Thomas.



Nap when it pours
The incredulity of Ankit 



Shot in the dark



Nest 
At SKAP ς Ψ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ as atmosphere ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩ at Kasoli Art Centre, 
Site specific installation with Found objects, poem.
2025

This installation responded to the misty atmosphere of Kasoli and 
the architecture of the Ivy Lodge. To speak in the language of the 
space- I used the discards of the space along with fresh bamboo to 
respond to the white and the green in the landscape, ΨǎƻƭƛŘƛŦȅƛƴƎΩ 
the swirling white mist and bringing it in conversation with the 
jutting architecture of the houses of the hills.

The installation was held only by tension between two points of 
the bamboo and the stone walls, and some suspended elements 
moved with the misty breeze. The site was frequently used by 
people and made the work prone to change: the viewers tried to 
put the elements back in place when moved, finding newer points 
of tension. The performative gesture of navigating a vulnerable 
space, and watching the discards repurposed added to the 
temporality of this ΨƴŜǎǘΩ.









The Enchanted Walk 2024
By Katkatha Puppet Arts Trust, commissioned 
for the KNMA Theatre Festival, New Delhi, India

Trailer Link

This site specific, immersive puppet theatre responded 
to the ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ theme: the power of vulnerability. It 
Looks at the underseen and overlooked lives of insects, 
and combines it with ideas from Alice in Wonderland by 
Lewis Carroll. The performance gave the participants a 
peek into their next lifetime: for which they need to 
learn and observe the life of insects. I played Mr. Mayfly, 
one of the 3 masked performers that guided the 
audience through the series of installations.

While designing several aspects of the interactive 
cupboards I tried to speculate how the insect would 
build their worlds combining factoids with imagination.
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https://youtu.be/t0Cck4WlrXI
https://youtu.be/t0Cck4WlrXI
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The story of Antony: His dream is to travel to 
Antartica unlike the other Ants who are either 
Workers or Soldiers.
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In order to engage further in a craft tradition and understand 
their grammar- I applied for a 15- day Togalu Gombeyatta 
workshop with Gundu Raju in Hassan, Kanataka. The 
tradition did not have any insect puppets and these dung 
beetles that are a new addition to their language ς they 
reflect elements from several other puppets and multiple 
drawings .

Gundu Raju Ji is internationally celebrated and he, along with 
his family has been performing and making puppets in the 
last seven generations at least, and he is keeping the 
tradition alive. 

The Dung Beetle puppets/ saguna Hodu
Hand-made Goat Skin leather, inks
Togalu Gombayetta inspired puppets 2025

Togalu Gombayetta.Residential Workshop, Organised by 
UNIMA India and Katkatha Puppet arts Trust, India
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Saguna Hodu: The Dung Beetle puppets
Hand-made Goat Skin leather, inks
Togalu Gombayetta inspired puppets 2025
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Zig Zags to Earth 2024
Shadow play, run time 40 mins
Direction: V Aarti, Design: Ankit Ravani, Sound: Adheep Das 
Supported by Katkatha and Goethe institute, New Delhi

Trailer Link 

Synopsis: 

Zig is on an intergalactic mission to save his planet. He is searching for a 
miraculous liquid which leads him to Earth. Here, Zig discovers that the miraculous 
liquid he was looking for is water. He begins a journey to understand where it 
comes from, tracing it back from a tap to its natural origins and processes. Zig is 
spellbound with the journey of water on Earth and all the forms and shapes it can 
take. But when he sees how humans treat this miraculous liquid, he decides that 
the best thing to do is to transport all the water on Earth back to his planet. He is 
told that he ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ do that because water is necessary for the survival of human 
beings on Earth. Zig is full of questions for the Earthlingsςbut the biggest one is 
about our attitude towards this life-saving liquid. 

This collaboration began during the Katkatha Puppet Incubation Lab in 2023, and 
takes forward my interest in light, illustration, theatre and puppetry. 
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https://youtu.be/2WTkFR0xjiQ?si=28FQ1XkyLunknNtD
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