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Puppetry , stage design and workshops.



Zig Zags to Earth 2024
Shadow play, run time 40 mins
Direction: V Aarti, Design: Ankit Ravani, Sound: Adheep Das 
Supported by Katkatha and Goethe institute, New Delhi

Trailer Link 

Synopsis: 

Zig is on an intergalactic mission to save his planet. He is 
searching for a miraculous liquid which leads him to Earth. Here, 
Zig discovers that the miraculous liquid he was looking for is 
water. He begins a journey to understand where it comes from, 
tracing it back from a tap to its natural origins and processes. Zig 
is spellbound with the journey of water on Earth and all the forms 
and shapes it can take. But when he sees how humans treat this 
miraculous liquid, he decides that the best thing to do is to 
transport all the water on Earth back to his planet. He is told that 
he ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ do that because water is necessary for the survival 
of human beings on Earth. Zig is full of questions for the 
Earthlingsςbut the biggest one is about our attitude towards this 
life-saving liquid. 

This collaboration began during the Katkatha Puppet Incubation 
Lab in 2023, and takes forward my interest in light, illustration, 
theatre and puppetry. 

https://youtu.be/2WTkFR0xjiQ?si=28FQ1XkyLunknNtD














Saau
Presented by Katkatha productions
Puppet theatre using shadow play, and 
BunRaku style puppets.
Cast: Ankit, Asha, Avinash.
2024-ongoing

This is a play I am performing in along with 
doing the production design. Saau is based 
ƻƴ ŀ aŀǊŀǘƘƛ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ {ǿŀǘƛ Raje, 
LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ŀǾƛǘǊƛ .ŀƛ tƘǳƭŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
story of a little girl who struggles to bring 
back the lost light to her village of darkness. 
It reflects on authoritarian rule, suppressing 
ƻƴ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΣ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
of women. I eventually plan to convert 
several slides and frames from the play into 
kinetic sculptures and interactive 
installations. 























Isolate Tesselate Desolate

Interactive Shadow puppet slide, Overhead 
projector,instruction.2025

The viewer is invited to play with this handmade slide on the 
overhead projector by arranging the slide autonomously or by 
following instructions: to divide the crowd horizontally, drop the 
lower crowd, and then let the top crowd occupy the screen. 
Regardless of their actions, the continuity of the pattern and the 
use of black and white reflects on the recurrence and irrationality 
of discriminatory behaviour. Acts like playing with the crowd, 
rearranging or magnifying it reflect on the absurdity of othering 
and dominating over fellow human beings.






